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HOMECOMING:

ARCHITECT CHARLES TREISTER
RETURNS TO RESIDENTIAL DESIGMN
WITH THIS COCONUT GROVE BEAUTY

Auchitec) Charles Traister, hard at wark on cammercial project mduding solar anergy focilifies in the

Meethoast and Conbbean, has retened 1o his s love, designing the single fomlly home, it's claar,

" from the fleaible, 5,700 sqoare foot howse he desigeed for o canopéed Cocornt Grove

Touxtfobe T O'Comor Phatms hatin Naman 2002 20 itued b 1 inclad hi s, Commpte it
bome autsmation el aliows the swners fo-contral evaryhing from lighting, music, oir condilioning ar
e pit from o fouch scresn pod, this home was beautifully conceptoalized. From the eniry lined with
oolific lmestane dobs ko o pool ared that is really o enfie howe kined imide oul, we ware amazed
W spots to Treisher racenty aboul the home, curantly on fa morkal with Réey Smith of EWM Realty

Trapie. You ook o beuok fram dasigning singhe family bames for o whils to focus an affer preacts.
What were some of those and what was it that eventunlly lured you back to single famify design?

Cheelus Trossee: In ey sarky caresr, | worked an both residnnticl aeel commareial projocts, with o ype
cialty in the design ond development of single family: About 15 years oga | begon focusing more on
developing and desigring larger mulidamily, mixed-use projech, orel | oo got invahved in the sclar
sraegy space. While | anjeyed warking af o langer seale end being imveived in somathing | feel is en
wiranmentally imporiont, | really enjoyed being able to desigs ond crof something on o much smaller,
mans infimale scabe: something thot | can more sasly achiseve in o sngledomily home

¥ you bad fo put it in words, whaot's the special afraction of Coconut Grove and what drows you o
deuign revidenfial for this neighborbocd in particutor?

‘The Growe i o vary cocl misturs of natural beculy, histary and o great locofion, The natwal beauty bhas
Yol it e hemarcdous ree conopy and vegesation tha you vee averywhere. The histary af the Grova
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yoir can find in tha quoint liske sireets thot don't quile e up = mony with mogical pames, fike Royol
Palm, And the Grove's lecetion is unique: situaled on Biscoyne Bey [ust south of dewntown makes I o
wery beoutiful ond convenient place 1o live.

What does Trapical Moderm mean b Charles Treister bath as an archilect and as o local resident?

Mhﬂnbﬂnudmuﬂnwﬁmhuﬁnﬁmﬂmw
by my e, Kenneth Tsise, Trop-
Lol Mech e . { living In ropiced South Floride,
Impndmn‘umnm‘uhqiwdnm s and ightiled spocss
af madern design and Infusing within it & wormih and wolires bem mees patunal
malerials such 0s wood, concrete, and testured fobrics. Tropical Modem s oka
oyl el o st s, oo i s plemmt il oot
raoms intc the overall ensemble ond utlizing rees, plants and waler slaments 1
crecte a harmanicus emviesement thal flows betwsen inside and aul.

Sl ik Fih . G Eia Feak vl
el thar parking cowt and driv
My dewign i all ob g up potterns i+ if

maberich
ﬂ-od&nmmmhﬁmmd{mlnghmmnhmimdkw
‘amd wanderful loege scole and sefure, and they serve os an hamage 1o e fodi
tienal histerical coml rock walls that ona finds in many of the cldar hemes in the.
Girawe, | conteasied the salidity of the Clclite skabs with fhe: simple, clean, horiznnial geometry of the
Mbwutekumumwwlmemﬂh‘nmhdah The drivewery crel moloe couet
are o sersi pote of Jeibs, which begin o siort o didlogue with the.
mmmuwmw ﬂnpunhnudbwdhwwmdmmn
krwns and the black Mexicon beach pab-
las, ﬂ:hmudwhnpmbﬁmhmhdm

The inside of the house has an airy, enlyin-ScuhFlarida characer fo it that is hord lo describe, ol
undevscored by ereates room dividers and floating ceiing panels that ice ighting alemants.
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Tropical archifectire is all about hoving o seamisss flow from inside To oubide spaces. In the interior
spaces, | also ke ko hove an alry leel, which | balievs comes from allowing one space 1o fiow inle an-
other. Insiead of defining rocms with salid walls, | have used screens and partial walb which allow a
fow ond iransparency behween spoces. | e Ske to Roat ceiling panels ohow certain spaces o o
wary of dafining o space, aven though it mary flow horzcntally inta adiacent reams. By highlighting fha
Roating oapect af it with indirect cove lighling. the Acating slements jend 1o moke the spoces appear
farger them fey really are, ond give the inlerior spoce an ousdoor bl The llsoieg ceiling pant in te
dining ream accenhiates this spoce, evan os it fiows inle the odjacent bving and lamily racem,

Conn o asgitoin e recscring betin the prograssion from singheskny ko deubiehaight spaces?

Residential architecturs is, of its base level, chost providing sheber, o sense of profection and endosure:
fram the siemants. But ana of the alemants of modem design thot & 1 oppedaling o many people i the
wr thet, with gloss aperings ane clean lowing spaces, one con be bath enclosed inside while =il feel
ing the light omcl openness of the cetside. | always ty % set v o progression of keighh within @ home:
30 Bt thir serae of e dosorn and epenness con be highlighted end accenlucied, Snee e bedrooms
nead 1o provide the greates sense of enclose, thase coeilngs ara sot tha lowest height, nine feet. In the
public orwai. swch o3 fhe likhen ond fanly room, | increase thel height ks 12:Fe ko provids o gredker
sense of apenness, In the living room | went o 23 feof 1o sere as the spoliol enchor o fhe compasition
and give the viewer he most open ond “cusida” feeling space inside fhe house. This height allows o
perscn o lock up and reclly appraciote the beouélul s conopy of the garden and e sky beyand,

Upatores imprassad by f suite, ospecially the inck qualiy of the master baoth

The challenge of the master bat was 12 allow an open, airy quality whila sii keeping ihe essontiol pi-
vcy @ behroom derands, To accomphsh his, | wsed uliheight Resd

s penals thes epan 20 o o smell prevse baleany. The balecey is do-
s s B Rt e o Sl e
door living roam, shel-  in notural light and veeilotian while blocking any view nlo the bo. The
tored lounge and full, scrgan i sat of o haight of 5 1/2 Teel, cllowing o view up inks the rees
outdoar kitchen. from the inside.
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Tha extericr botcondes and the undarside of the averhanging roaffine
aw nof e lypicad succe, bt rather sheathed in wood.

ruawwwuwnbhwmmandmlmwnenulm
riaals = such o wood, stone ond concrete - con import in o design. 5o
aven though the main sruckes hare s corcrete block and suecs, 've
i fo e the natnl poletie of meterinls an many surfoces ko imbue.
fhis nosercd “Zendike” quolity. For example, the moin Sooring in the
heusa both inside and sutsids is on lobon percalsin lila, in o white-
washed cak wood finish. The soft color of this “wood” file becomes o
parfact backdrap 1o the gresn hue of te plani cad rees culside.

Ot jor, e usexd lpe wood sk i dhark groy pimed stocoo
bmbmmlwd«g«dm n.vduhop-»md
stucen walls ond horizontal overhorge serve 1o frome and heighten
Frave woden slemanhy, I've sha ued rakidl cedar boards fot the es-
sericr scfits of tha howse.

Yowu'wn done & excellant jois i doging fis home. Ws # o collaberofion?

ﬂwhm-»mhnmwh%wmu&odmmu
oo large B warked
toguther wih Ko v,  detignerdnd cne of he priecipoh of e
firm, in salecling the furnitura that was used in the hausa. The paink
i i s e ok sy ok B, Al T v
tha phelegrophs ane my cwn, | love this furnilure kea for s unigue

sol, senawal and modern feal siyie. The
mm.:::., pices iz & greot deol of nobrsl
of ghass that side away,  woods, different foms of wicker, soft
allowing @ connection bo  linen and colten Tobrics, all o perfect
moture, of-importantin  complemant with the Tropical Medern
Tropieal Moder design.  aesiheiic of the home. @

B rropic i

TROPIC MATALs



http://www.tcpdf.org

